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The name “Forgottonia” first came to

Western Illinois in 1972 when 16 counties

declared the creation of the independent

nation of “Forgottonia” in protest of the

lack of tax dollars returning to the region.

The plan was to secede from the Union,

declare war on the United States,

immediately surrender, and then apply

for foreign aid. It was nothing but

political theatre, but the story was picked

up by the national media and to

everyone’s surprise, it worked!

FORGOTTONIA is a musical journey

through the people and places of rural

Illinois combining storytelling and live

music, with the images of award-winning

rural photographer Tim Schroll.

The information and activities in this

guide have been carefully crafted to help

you and your students explore the many

ways a live theatre experience can create

endless learning opportunities. Don’t

forget to take advantage of the local

resources listed to extend the play-going

experience and make even more

curricular connections for you and your

students. 



Pre-Show Conversation Starters

About Chris Vallillo
Chris Vallillo is a singer/songwriter, and roots musician

who makes the people and places of unmetropolitan

America come to life in song. Having spent the last 30 years

in the rural Midwest, he has a natural affinity for American

roots music. A master of finger style and bottleneck slide

guitar, Vallillo weaves original, contemporary, and traditional

songs and narratives into a compelling and entertaining

portrait of the history and lifestyles of the Midwest.

What is Forgottentonia?
The name “Forgottonia” first came to Western Illinois in 1972 when
sixteen counties declared the creation of the independent nation of
“Forgottonia” in protest of the lack of federal and state tax dollars
returning to the region; specifically, inequalities infrastructure.
Located between two large rivers, the region was essentially
isolated without the promise of interstate or train service.

“The plan was to secede from the Union, declare war on the United States, immediately
surrender, and then apply for foreign aid. It was nothing but political theater, but to
everyone’s surprise, the story was picked up by the national media and to everyone’s
surprise, it worked!”

“Forgottonia never did fully secede, but thanks in part to these efforts the movement
succeeded. It drew national attention to the region’s transportation and infrastructure plight.
Amtrak brought trains service back to the area in 1972 and our region now enjoys Amtrak
passenger train route to Chicago, and a much improved system of bridges and highways now
allow for easier access to this little slice of Illinois”. Courtesy of www.chrisvallillo.com
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Forgottonia
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Sign of the TimesSign of the TimesSign of the Times
The decades following World War II were a time of progress and change. Check out the below
timelines and links below to learn more about the happenings in U.S. and how they may have
contributed to the movement of Forgottenia.

1950
McCarthyism

beginnings

1954
Brown vs. Board of
Education, Geneva
Conference

1956Federal-Aid Highway
Act of 1956

1958

1963
President Kennedy

assassinated, Johnson
becomes President, First

U.S. involvement in Vietnam
1964

First U.S. ground
involvement in Vietnam.
Civil Rights Act of 1964

1966Department of
Transportation created

1967 Summer of Love: “Hippie”
movement in full swing

1968
Democratic National

Convention and Anti-War
Protests in Chicago

1969 Stonewall Riots, moon
landing, Woodstock

1969-72

1970-75

Gradual withdrawal
from Vietnam

NASA created

Energy crisis: recession
and oil shortages

3

1

True or False – The region known as Forgottenia seceded from the U.S. True False
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